WILLIAM HAY

Piano Tuition Newsletter

A Summer Wedding!

It is sometimes the
case when I publish

my newsletter that I
am struggling for
things to say but this
term has been particud
larly busy.

On Saturday 7th June,
Becky and I were mard
ried at Chester Cathe
dral. The weather was
perfect for the photos,
not too bright, not too
dull and certainly no
rain. We were lucky to
have the cathedral choir
singing during the cered
mony under the baton of
the new assistant direc]
tor of music, Ian Rob[
erts, though it felt very
strange to be sitting and
listening to them for a
change!

Wedding Photo
Gallery

Last time I mentioned
the web gallery with
examples of music you
may be studying and
recordings from the
Ludus Cantiones cond
certs.
www.whay.org/wedding
now links to a public
album on the web galO
lery containing photos
from the wedding.

R.I.P Magz 'n Mitzi

Our cats have been a
feature of every news[d
letter however sadly this
is no more as we lost
both Magz and Mitzi
within a month of each
other to the busy road
on which we live. We
probably won't be getd
ting any more for a
while as it seems that
we are not in an ideal
location for cats.

New Piano Exam

Fees increase

Syllabus

The latest piano exam
syllabus from the Associld
ated Board comes into
play from January 2009
and features some difd
ferences, most notably
in a wider variety of
styles to choose from in
the exam pieces. If you
have started working on
pieces from the current
syllabus then you are
still able to use these in
exams until Easter 2009.

Ludus Cantiones

The last piano concert
took place at All Saint’s
Church, Hoole again eard
lier this month. It was
well attended and there
were some inspiring perd
formances. A number of
the younger students
were preparing to take
and have since taken
their piano prep tests.
This is the first time I
have entered the prep
tests and they all red
ceived favourable comO
ments, encouraging pro]
gression to Grade 1.

Also highlighted in the
concert, one of my stuld
dents sat and comfortald
bly passed the Grade 1
Jazz Piano exam. I am
trying to encourage all
students to engage with
a wide variety of piano
styles and hope that
more will be interested
in studying the jazz syl]
labus alongside the stand
dard repertoire. The next
piano concert will be
probably be around the
middle of November
though the venue is yet
to be decided.

This time last year, I

announced a slight fee
increase but given the
current economic cir]
cumstances, I will not

be increasing my teachO

ing fee for at least anOd
other two terms.

‘Approved tutor’
status

As a member of Cheshd
ire Local Education Aud
thorities ‘Approved Tuld
tor’ scheme I undergo
observation and con
tinuing professional
development every
year. One suggestion
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highlighted this year
was progress reporting.
Whilst this is not necesl]
sary in many cases
since most parents
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lessons every week,
regular verbal feedback
is given. From Septem]
ber, I will be starting a
simple but regular
grading system to track
termly progress, effort
and attainment.

New Teaching
Schedule

From September I will
be going ‘mobile’ on
Wednesdays rather
than teaching from
home as I am taking on
students on the Wirral.
I have already spoken
to students who may be
affected by this change
and alternative ard
rangements have been
offered. It does how(
ever give current and
potential students lo
cated on that side of
Chester the option of
lessons at home.

Have a good summer
holiday but don't forget
to keep up the practice
otherwise it is harder to
get back into the routine
again.

Lessons start again in the
first week of September.

www.williamhay.co.uk
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